SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT
physician's knowledge on matters of the highest interest
and importance, about which others are relatively ignorant
(particularly perhaps "medical" matters, in the sexual sense
of that euphemism); (2) the fact that the situations in
which his assistance is called in, for the most part urgently
demand some kind of action which he alone can adequately
perform; the sense of helplessness which others feel in these
situations being similar in many respects to that frequently
experienced in early years when, as children, we were depen-
dent upon the efforts of our parents in many of the important
affairs of life; (3) the fact that this sense of helplessness and
the general attitude of suggestibility are still further increased
in the .case of the patient by the general regression to a rela-
tively childish state of mind which illness so frequently brings
in its train. The physician's capacity to stimulate and maintain
the power of suggestion, which he possesses in virtue of this
attitude on the part of those who consult him, is undoubtedly
the secret of much real success in medical practice, inasmuch
as the mental factors in disease—the importance of which is
now becoming fully recognised, although their nature is not yet
always clear—are to a large extent directly affected by the
patient's belief in his doctor's ability to understand and cure
the complaint from which he suffers.
This suggestive power plays of course a specially promi-   The role of
nent part in dealing with disorders of a directly psycho-pathic ^^endelcies
nature1   and  peculiarly  so where  a condition  of  enhanced  in suggestion
suggestibility is deliberately induced and utilised with a view  and hyPnosis
to the cure of such disorders, as in the practice of hypnotism.
The work which has been directed to the study of hypnotism
from the psycho-analytic point of view has brought out very
clearly the similarities between the condition in hypnosis and
some of the mental characteristics of early childhood; and has
led to the conception of the hypnotic trance as a regression
to a relatively infantile state of mind,  the rapport between
operator and subject being regarded as, in certain important
respects, a repetition or revival of the relations which had
previously existed between parent  and  child.  Ferenczi2 has
1	Cp. Ernest Jones, " Papers on Psycho-Analysis," 2nd, ed., 318 ff.
2	"Contributions to Psycho-Analysis/'  trans, by Ernest Jones, Ch. II,
especially 57 ff.

